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=t~ : Buddhist Diction-
Ery, BPS publication, by
Nyanatiloka, P.190

Sankhara: This term has,
according to its con-
text, different shades of
meaning, which should
be carefully distin-
guished.

1. To its most frequent
usages the general term
‘formation’ may be aF
plied, with the qualifi-
cations required by the
context. This term may
refer either to the act
of “forming’ or to the
passive state of ‘hav-
ing been formed’ or to
both.

1a. As the 2nd link of the
formula of dependent
origination, sankhara
has the active aspect of,
‘forming’ or to S|gn|f|es
karma, i.e. wholesome
or unwholesome voli-
tional activity of body,
speech or mind.

1b. The aforementioned
three terms, body,
speech or mind are
sometimes used in quite
a different sense, name-
ly as body function, i.e.
in-and-out-breathing,
verbal function, i.e.
though-conception and
discursive thinking,
mental function, i.e.
feeling and perception.

1c. It also denotes the
4th group of existence,
and includes all ‘mental
formation’ whether they
belong to ‘karmically
forming’ consciousness
or not.

1d. It occurs further in
the sense of anything
formed and condi-
tioned, and includes all
things whatever in the
world, all phenomena of
existence. This meanlnlg
applies, e.g. to the wel

known passage, “All
formation are imperma-
nent... subject to suf-
fermg” In this context,
however, Sankhara is
subordinate to the still
wider and all-embrac-
ing term dhamma; for
dhamma includes also
Unformed and Uncondi-
tional Element, i.e. Nin-
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2. Sankhara also means

sometimes ‘volitional
effort’.
In Western literature,

in English as well as in
German, sankhara is
sometimes mistrans-
lated by ‘subconscious
tendencies’ or similarly.
This misinterpretation
derives perhaps from
a similar usage in non-
Buddish Sanskrit lit-
erature, and is entirely
inapplicable to the con-
notations of the term in
Pali Buddhism, as listed
above under 1 a to d.
For instance, within the
dependent origination,
Sankhara is neither sub-
conscious nor a mere
tendency, but is a fully
conscious and active
karmic volition.
a~ tThe Connected
iscourses of the Buddha,
Volume I, Wisdom pubh-
cation, by Bhikkhu Bodhi,
P.533. Part II: The Book
of Causation, 12 Nidana-
samyutta, Connected Dis-
course on Causation.

== Kindred Sayings II,
ﬁ’ah Text Society pubhca—
tion, by Rhys Davids, P.2.

=Ep4 : Pali-English  Dic-
lonary, Motilal Banar-
sidass Publishers Private
Limited, by T.W. Rhys
Davids and William Stede,
P.664.

Sankhara: One of the most
difficult terms in Buddist
metaphysics, in which the
blending of the subjective-
objective view of the world
and of happening, peculiar
to the East, is so complete,
that is almost 1mposslble
for Occidental terminol-
ogy to get at the root of its
meaning in its translation.
We can only convey an idea
of its import by represent-
ing several sides of its ap-
plication, without attempt-
ng to give a “word” as
definitive translation.
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